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play. Advertisement Israel has launched air strikes against Hezbollah positions in Lebanon
after militants captured two Israeli soldiers in the southern part of the country. The capture
came a day after Hezbollah rebels killed an Israeli soldier in a cross-border raid. Israel has
confirmed there were two of its soldiers and that they were killed in the cross-border raid.
The captured soldiers are the first kidnapped Israeli soldiers since 2006. Here are the
latest developments in the unfolding crisis: Humanitarian crisis Violence has erupted in the
south of Lebanon for the first time since the end of the Lebanese civil war. The border
crossing of Tsafon has been closed, and phone lines have been cut to the area. Desperate
parents have been trying to find out if their children have been seized. A source in the
Lebanese army was quoted as saying that Israel had fired more than 50 artillery shells
inside Lebanon on Saturday. Two of the shells landed on a local church, causing minor
damage. In the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights, reporters have seen four military vehicles
moving into positions overlooking the Lebanese town of Tsafun. Israeli military spokesman
Lt Col Richard Ross said Israel would "continue to respond and act in accordance with its
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security requirements". Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hasan Nasrallah said the capture of the
two soldiers was part of an army campaign that Israel could not stop. "The chief
commander of this campaign is Hezbollah," he said. Sounding defiant, he said Hezbollah
was not afraid of Israel and would continue launching attacks. I am appealing to the
resistance to stop firing so that no harm comes to our fellow citizens Hezbollah's Sayyed
Hasan Nasrallah Hezbollah: Israel's 'war option' "Israel will not weaken Hezbollah until it
either achieves its objective of destroying this resistance or it decides to pull out of the
occupied lands." He urged the anti-Israel resistance to understand that the aggression was
against the Lebanese nation and warned of possible retaliation, including targeting Israeli
bases. But a senior Western diplomatic source said the capture of the soldiers was an
escalation of the conflict that was bound to have consequences. "We've never seen
anything like this before, certainly not in 26 years of border fighting," he said. UN
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has called on both sides to stop fighting. "I am appealing
to the resistance to stop firing so that no harm comes to our fellow citizens," he said.
Madrid: toll
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